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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. I I (sent to the c^plicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 

Supplemental Box. 

5^ I I (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
_j Administrative Instructions). - 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Inteml^^l application No. 

PCT/JP2002/010210 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

The international application as originally filed/flimished 

I 1 the description: 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I I the claims: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* » ^ amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I I the drawings: 

pages _^ , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. n The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages . 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 



I I the sequence listing ^ipecyj'/. 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): ^ 



♦ If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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INTERNATIONAL PREUMl 



iMn REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



L application No. 

:T/JP02/10210 



Box No, in Non-establishment of opinion witli regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

I I the entire international application. 



IXJ claims Nos. 1-5 

because: 



□ the said intemational application, or the said claims Nos 
relate to the following subject matter which does not require an intemational preliminary examination (specify): 



I I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
' — ' are so unclear tiiat no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify) : 



□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 
by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed 

^3 °o intemational search report has been established for said claims Nos. LiS . 



I I the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form Q has not been furnished 

I I does not conaply with the standard 
the computer readable form has not been furnished 

I I does not comply with the standard 

[ I the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with 
the technical requirements provided for in Annex Qrhis of the Administrative Instructions. 

I I see Supplemental Box for fiirther details. 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 2001-271006, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 2 October, 2001 (02.10.01) 

Document 2: JP, 10-330644, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 15 December, 1998 (15,12.98) 

Document 3: JP, 1 1-12488, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 19 January, 1999 (19.01.99) 

Document 4: JP, 1 1-12489, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 19 January, 1999 (19.01 .99) 

Document 5: JP, 11-12490, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 19 Januaiy, 1999 (19.01.99) 

Document 6: JP, 11-214671, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 26 January, 1999 (26.01.99) 

Document 7: JP, 11-35843, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 9 February, 1999 (09.02.99) 

Document 8: IP, 2002-38052, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.), 6 February, 2002 (06.02.02) 

Document 9: JP, 2002-179947, A (Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd.). 26 June, 2002 (26.06.02) 

Document 10: EP, 1066818, Al (Catalysts & Chemicals Industries Co., Ltd.), 10 January, 2001 (10.01.01) 

Claims 11-15 

The subject matters of these claims do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step in view of 
the descriptions of docimients 1-11. 

Documents 1 and 8 respectively describe a multilayered film-coated powder having at least two coating 
layers different in refractive index around each substrate particle to provide desired reflected light wavelengths 
and colors. 

Documents 2-7 respectively describe a multilayered film-coated powder having at least two coating 
layers different in refractive index around each substrate particle to provide respective colors of blue, yellow, 
red, green, magenta and cyan. 

Document 9 describes a multilayered fihn-coated powder having at least two coating layers different in 
refractive index around each substrate particle, to have a reflection peak or transmission absorption bottom in 
the ultraviolet or infrared region. 

Document 10 describes a multilayered film-coated powder having at least two coating layers different in 
refractive index around each substrate particle, considering the wavelengths to be reflected and the wavelengths 
to be less reflected in response to, for example, favorite color tones, colors and service environment. 

Clauns 6-10 

The subject matters of these claims do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of docimients 1-10. 

Irrespective of the color of a powder, it is usually practiced to express the degree of color similarity by a 
color difference or hue. So, a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of obtaining a color 
difference in comparison with a desired color or of comparing hues for adjusting to the said desired color in the 
production of a powder described in any of documents 1-10. 
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Claims 11-15 NO 

Claims YES 

Claims 6-15 

Claims 6-15 YES 

Claims NO 
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